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land cession to Germany; that coincided with the great advantages also gained by the same Power in East Africa and Zanzibar. The Anglo-American Venezuela dispute of 1896, presently to be mentioned, was preceded in 1892 by the recurrence of friction with the United States concerning the seal-fishery in the Behring Straits. In this matter Lord Salisbury's third Foreign Secretaryship defeated the claim of Russia, and disposed by arbitration that of the United States.
Meanwhile, during- Lord Granville's third Secretaryship, the Foreign Office had, in 1883, received the European plenipotentiaries for a purpose which reminded the world that a limited adhesion to the principles of non-intervention was consistent with as real a concern as formerly in whatever makes for prosperity, peace and equilibrium throughout Europe. Such an occasion came in the Danube Conference of 1883. So far as possible, I have tried in this work to avoid restating familiar details except when their mention has been necessary to make the context intelligible, and have dwelt for choice upon the new material I have been fortunate enough to collect. In his biography of Lord Granville, Lord Fitzmaurice, to whom I am under so many obligations in preparing the present work, had no occasion to go at any length into the European meeting presided over by Granville in 1883 concerning Danubian affairs. I may therefore supply the omitted particulars from information not as yet printed.* The Paris treaty of 1856 ending the Crimean War, provided for the nationalisation of the stream, which, after a course
* Supplied me by the good offices of the French Commissioner, now French ambassador at Rome.
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